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MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER PRESENTATION OUTLINES

SUMMARY INFORMATION

1.
Title:  Life-Giving Communities
2.
Description (What is it intended to accomplish?)


How our lives are changed because of the intimacy and support we experience in a community of love.

3.
Intended Audience (Check all that apply):

  X  
Encountered less than three months  

  X  
Encountered more than one month

  X  
Not active in any dialogue/sharing group

  X  
Active in a dialogue/sharing group

  X  
Designed for both priests and couples

     
Designed for couples only

     
Designed for priests only

     
Other (Please describe) 

4.
Length of Experience

       
One to two hours  
      
Three to four hours

      
Five to ten hours (8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)
      
Six to twelve hours

     
Full weekend (approx. 44 hours)
 

  X   
Other:  (45 min.)

5.
Outline is written in

  X  
English
          
      
Spanish

6.
Comments/Suggestions:  .

7.
Contact Person, if appropriate: (name and phone number)

8.
Form submitted by  Larry & Sandra Waguespack; 11660 Rue De Tonti; Baton Route, LA  70810  Lafayette, LA  Section 5           Date 9/10/93

NOTE:  Form may be submitted in English or Spanish.

LIFE GIVING COMMUNITIES
I.
Introduction - Priest (1 min.)


Review purposes of this talk as summarized in paragraph two of the mentality.  Give brief background of the community and ask the other presenters to introduce themselves.

II.
A Life-Giving Community: What is it?  (One or two team members 3 min.)


Describe the basic characteristics of a life-giving community of love as you perceive them.  (See the Mentality for some suggestions.)

III.
Our Journey to Build a Life-Giving Community (H/W/P - 3 mins. each)


Share your personal story of how you came to be a member of this community.  Why did you desire to be part of these people?  What were your motives?


Share the personal struggles or difficulties you experienced in the early stages of your involvement in this community.  What personal barriers, if any, kept you from sharing intimately with the other members of the community?  If you experienced disappointments or setbacks, what motivated you to keep trying?


Share specifically what you saw in the other members of the community that encouraged you to risk genuine intimacy with them.  How did the members of your community bring out the best in you?  Did anyone in the community specifically challenge you?  If so, how?  What effect did this challenge have on your relationship to the community?

IV.
Our Experience of Living the Dream in a Life-Giving Community (Other Spouses and Priest - 3 mins. each)


Share one or two specific instances when the community was truly life-giving for you or for your relationship.  How did members of the community help you journey through this situation?  What were your feelings as you shared this experience with them?  How did they respond?  Try to focus here on how your world expanded and opened with the loving aid of others.


Share the awareness you came to as a result of this experience of community.  You might consider some of the following:  I am not alone.  They showed me my goodness.  They are Christ’s love for me.  They show me/us hope, the dream again.  In belonging to them, I re-discover the dream.  In my experience of intimate belonging in this community, I know what it means to experience Church in my life.

V.
Our Responsibility as members of a Life-Giving Community  (One or Two Members - 3 mins.)


Share some of the responsibilities which I must accept to allow the community to be life-giving for me and for others.  Consider the following:  I must make the decision to risk, to share honestly.  I must make conscious decisions to actively involve myself in the lives of people in the community on an ongoing basis.


Share your awareness of answering the Church’s call to be intimately involved in the lives of others.  How has your involvement in this community enabled you to reach out and be more for others outside the community?  How has this community enabled or empowered you to be open and apostolic?

Dialogue Question:  HDIFA the experience of community in my life?

Sharing Question:  How have others had a significant impact on my life?

Reflection Question:  What actions do I need to take to be more intimately involved in the lives of others?

LIFE-GIVING COMMUNITIES

Mentality:

This talk should be presented by two couples and a priest who are currently involved in an intimate, life-giving community.  This community should be one that has been journeying together for an extended period of time (at least one year, preferably longer).  The level of intimacy in this community must be such that the presenters can share specific incidents when they have been able to share significant life situations or struggles that their community helped them journey through.

The purpose of this presentation is to share our story of how our lives have changed because of the intimacy and support we have experienced in a community of love.  The intended audience for this presentation is couples, priests, and religious who are yearning to experience greater intimacy through community.  As presenters, we want to share first our personal journey of how we came to be involved in this community--our motivation, difficulties, false starts, disappointments that we experienced as we struggled to form this community.  Then we want to share how this community has helped us live the dream of our weekend--how we personally have experienced the meaning of Church by belonging to one another in a community of love.

Before we begin sharing our personal story, in Section II of the talk, we want to share our understanding of what it means to experience the ideal of living in a life-giving community of love.  While we want to make it very clear that we are not suggesting that we have reached the ideal in our own community, we believe it is important to share what we are striving for.  This ideal can be described in many ways.  What follows are some suggestions that you might want to consider in presenting this section of the talk.

“The essential nature of our vocation as Catholics is to be a community of love, to be totally immersed in one another and to belong to one another.  It is that belonging to one another that is the greatest charism that we have to put at the service of this world.  It’s not a private charism.  Just like the Sacrament of Matrimony, the charism of their community is not just for the two of them, but it is to be spent and missioned to the whole Church.  So too, the charism of our belonging to one another as Catholics is to be spent on the whole kingdom.”  (Gallagher, One Flesh)

Chuck Gallagher reminds us here that being in community--being intimately involved in the lives of our fellow Catholics--is not simply a luxury for those who have the time or the inclination, but is the very essence of our vocation as baptized Catholics.  As members of His Body, we are called to be immersed in the life of our fellow Catholics and to find Jesus in their presence by being present to them.

While we obviously cannot maintain deeply intimate relationships with every Catholic we meet, at the same time we cannot really be Catholic--we cannot experience Church--without being intimately involved in the lives of our fellow Catholics who share our journey in faith with us as we work to build Jesus’ Kingdom on earth.

It is important for us to remember that a life-giving community of love can take many forms.  It may be a group of singles, couples, couples and religious, widows and widowers, etc.  The community must be small enough, however, to make genuine intimacy possible.  We cannot set rigid guidelines here, but eight to ten people would seem to be a maximum number to make intimate sharing practical.

The community of love that we see most vividly in Sacramental couples provides us with a model for the kind of life-giving community we want to experience with our fellow Catholics.

1.  Just as the love of husband and wife grows out of their attraction to each other, the people who participate in this community must be genuinely drawn to each other and want to share their lives with the other people in the community.  Intimacy cannot be forced.

2.  Just as sexual intimacy for a husband and wife is problematic if there has been little or no intimacy between them the rest of the day, so too intimacy cannot be automatically turned on and off at a once-a-month community sharing.  Life-giving community is not a once-a-month meeting; it is a lifestyle.  It means that the members of this community are genuinely committed to being intimately involved in the lives of the people in the community on an ongoing basis.  The people in this community may indeed meet once a month to share and pray together, but their involvement in each other’s lives does not begin and end at that monthly meeting.  During the rest of the month, they call each other and support each other.  They celebrate together and mourn together.  In short, they are truly family to each other.

3.  Just as the Sacrament of Matrimony calls the couples to make their love a visible and efficacious sign for the good of the whole Church, to be Catholic, our community cannot be closed in on itself.  The members of this community must be committed to taking the love and experience of Jesus’ presence in their community out to the world to build the Lord’s Kingdom.  In short, as a community, we must be open and apostolic.
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